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The organization running paid ads asking for a reinstatement of the income tax 
and featuring five past Governors, fail to point out that they, and many of their 
policies have contributed greatly to the fiscal crisis we are now facing.  
 
Jay Hammond, for instance, stated frequently that,” it was easy to be governor 
because I had enough money to give everybody everything they wanted”! For 
instance hundreds of millions of dollars into an ill advised and now mostly defunct 
agricultural project, not to mention the creation of excessive and costly 
bureaucracies at all levels of government in Alaska, thus setting a precedent for 
future governors and legislatures. 
 
 Bill Sheffield tried very hard to repeal the dividend and did come within one vote 
of so doing. He also presided over Alaska's most corrupt administration.  
 
Wally Hickel was very proud of promoting the fact that Alaska’s government is an 
Owner State and as such could and should create a top-down state-controlled 
economy. How does that seem to be working out? 
  
None of these administrations nor their policies have provided for a sustainable 
economy, a sustainable government or a sustainable prosperous private sector. 
So it seems a little preposterous to take their 25-year-old advice on reinstituting 
an income tax. Alaskans should look at it with an abundance of suspicion and 
caution.  
 
As for Miller and Cowper they were pretty inconsequential. 
  
Think Alaskans, dollars in your pocket being spent as you wish, will produce a far 
more productive economy than reshuffling those dollars into the public/political 
sector via either an income tax or reduction of the dividend.  
 
Jay Hammond and I did agree that the only way to cure government spending was 
to take the money off the table. Keeping the dividend and not re- imposing taxes 
does exactly that! 
  
  
 


