
An open letter to Legislators and citizens of Alaska 
by Michael Chambers 
 
*This is not a narrative for those who wish to remain ignorant 
 
My specific question to all legislators is this:  
 
What is your most essential responsibility to the citizens of Alaska? 
 
Some of you may think your responsibility is to secure compassionate 
services through an expanded Department of Human and Health 
Services.  
 
Some of you may think that your main mission is to ensure that Alaska 
invests substantially in public education. 
 
Some of you may consider that the highest priority is to provide for 
infrastructure to assist in developing a private economy.  
 
Some of you may think it is essential to stabilize and provide for 
government employment through government services thus stabilizing 
our government economy. 
 
I contend that these priorities, while they may seem noble, are 
secondary to the responsibilities of all legislators of Alaska. 
 
All Alaskan legislators have taken an oath of office to defend and 
protect the Constitution of the United States. This is your highest 
priority and everything else is secondary to this essential point.         
  
At the Constitutional convention in 1787 the respective states came 
together and brought forth the "creation" which is our US Constitution. 
It is essential to understand this relationship as it is the States who 



created the federal government and it's enumerated powers, and it is 
the States who stand between an oppressive government and the 
citizens to ensure our liberties. Therefore, it is the States, through their 
representatives in state government, who are charged with the first 
mission which is to protect the liberties of its citizens against all  
tyranny to include the federal government. And it certainly is the 
responsibility of each state legislature to stand up for the economic 
liberty of its citizens. 
 
Fast forward to Alaska Statehood in 1959. Many may know that we only 
obtained statehood by one vote in the senate because the federal 
legislators were concerned that Alaska would be an expensive 
enterprise if we were accepted into the nation. Our territorial 
representatives argued that if Alaska were to receive enough land in 
the Statehood Compact Act, that through our abundant resources, we 
could be self sufficient and self sustaining.  
 
Immediately after our inclusion into the union, our congressional 
delegation became extremely aggressive in securing as much federal 
funds as possible to "assist" in building the state economy instead of 
insisting that we develop our state financial portfolio through our 
sovereign rights to develop our own diversified resource assets. With 
every federal dollar we received, we turned our definition of a 
sovereign state into a dependent colony of the federal government. 
Today 1/4 of our entire economy is federal receipts. It can be argued 
that many of our state departments are owned and now controlled by 
the federal government.  
 
It was apparent in 1979, with the aggressive agenda advanced by the 
Carter Administration, through the Antiquities Act, that the ability of 
Alaska to be sovereign in financial liberty would be secondary to the 
desire to make Alaska the environmental conservation poster child of 
America. In fact, this overt economic action against the Citizens of 



Alaska was the geneses of the Alaska National Interests Lands 
Conservation Act ( ANILCA ) enacted in 1980 which attempted to 
reassess the relationship of the sovereign state of Alaska and the 
federal government. Since the enactment of ANILCA the federal 
government has been in violation over 2000 times and neither our 
congressional delegation nor our state representatives have done 
anything even when ANILCA has a "no more" clause directly in its script 
regarding the taking of more land. Where are the voices?   
 
In fact, allow me to bring these violations of our state sovereign rights 
fully forward and local. In Alaska we have approximately 120 boards 
and commissions. Governor Walker decided to take out his pen and 
veto all funds which were appropriated for the Citizen's Advisory 
Council for Federal Areas. ( CACFA ) ( $285,000) This is the ONLY 
commission the governor vetoed. CACFA is the only commission in 
Alaska which was charged with bringing light to the massive violations 
of the federal government in our relationship to ANILCA. Without this 
commission, the federal government has ZERO oversight at the state 
level. Not only is there no support for this program at the state level, 
but Senator Coghill and Representative Talerico who sit on this 
committee have become mute in their support. Additionally, this 
commission created a final document paid for by state resources, which 
would give light to the violations of the State of Alaska by the federal 
Government. The Governor pulled all existing funds from this 
commission effectively squashing its publication.  
 
It has come to my attention that Mark Fish, Chairman of CACFA has 
tendered his resignation, not because he wanted to, but because he 
realizes that without representative support, his position and all of the 
mission of CACFA is rendered useless.  
 
So Representatives of government, through your injury, not standing up 
for the rights of Alaska and its sovereign right to provide for a viable 



economic future, you are relegated to your rooms of conference where 
you will squabble over the scraps off of Longshank's table and design 
financial methods of beating the serfs of the kingdom taking 
suggestions from your hordes of lobbyists in a far flung capital away 
from the common citizen because you missed the true calling of your 
office to serve. 
 
You will collectively embark on a historic endeavor to capture money 
from all citizens of Alaska through an unbalanced, "government first" 
POMV realignment of the Permanent Fund payout ( SB 70 ) and a 
cornucopia of other taxing streams to pay for the cost of these before 
mentioned priorities instead of prioritizing time spent in supporting 
efforts like Senator Dunleavy to reconstruct a state budget we can 
afford as a first step to financial sanity. It will be easier to marginalize 
the good senator and advance false statements that his proposal does 
not "pencil out" because you have bought into the "big government" 
agenda. You will be richly supported by the "boys in the back room" 
come campaign season. The common citizen fighting for their own 
liberty has no organized constituent group and you know this.   
  
Now, because you designed a government we cannot afford with a 
singular fluctuating commodity, citizens have a front row seat to a 
recession you created.  
 
In closing, as a consequence of your inaction, we have a serious drug 
and opiate problem coming full force upon our society. I learned long 
ago as an educator, that my first mission to the child was to elevate 
their spirit and make them feel good about themselves before they 
were ready to learn. Conversely, a citizen with a good job and dreams 
of a future is less likely to escape reality by using drugs.  
 
Now, you will don your legislative robes and preside over increased 
crime and increased drug use because you did not fight for Alaska's 



right to have a viable, diversified economic future. You have allowed 
tyranny to exist at all levels of government in your distractions. and, in 
the end, the people have lost our statesmen. This is your legacy.              
 


